e . when he prog 
= upon the unhappy Lords who were i 
A 1 in the Rebellion in 1715, Vi 
2 *- Earl of Derwentwater, Miiliam 
5 Lord # idavington. William. Fart 


* * 
. 


> MNithi/dale, Robert Earl of Carwwwath, 


SE . itliam Viſcount Kenmure, and. 
# oel Nairn. OED 


ssen. den 
9 Do the Earl of 
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tence upon the unhappy Lords, Who ; 


were involved i in the Rebellion 75. 
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| Je *nes. Earl of 8 William Lond 

midarington, William Earl of Nithiſdale, - 

bert Earl of Carmuath, . William v 5 5 
Hy, Wilkam Lord Nairn TM 


OU ftand impeached by the Cami of | 
35 V Great Britain in Parliament aſſẽmbled, of 
High Treaſon, in traiterouſly imagining 
and compaſſing the Death of his moſt ſacred: Maje- 
ſty, and in conſpiring, for that End, to levy a bloody 
" and deſtructive War againſt his Majeſty, in order to 
daepoſe and murder him; and in levying War accor- 
dingly, and proclaiming a Pretender to his Crom 
to be King of theſe Realms. | 
Which Impeachment, though one of your Lord- 
- ſhips, in the Introduction to his Plea, ſuppoſes to be 
out of the ordinary and common Courſe of the Law 
and Juſtice, is yet as much a Courſe of Proceeding, 
according to common Law, as any other what. 
If you had been indicted, the Indictment muſt 
bave been moved and brought before the Houſe of 
Lords, the Parliament ſitting, In that Caſe you had, 
ils true, been a: NY. by _= Grand Jury of 
= <2, 9M 
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Commons 8705 Great Britain, by their Repretencacreys 
are your Accuſers. 2-9] 
And this Circumſtance is very obſervable (to ex- 
clude all poſſible Suppoſition of Hardſhip, as to the 
Method of proceeding againſt you) that however all 


great Aſſemblies amongſt us are apt to differ on o- 


ther Points, you were impeached by the unanimous 
Opinion of the Houſe of Commons, not one contra- 
dicting. 0 

They found themſelves, it ſeems, 0 8 con- 


cerned in the Preſervation of his moſt truly ſacred 


Majeſty, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, the very Life 
and Soul of theſe Kingdoms, that they could not 


omit the firſt Op Egal of taking their proper 
f. 


Part, in order to nal and neceſſary an Act of 


his Majeſty's Juſtice. 


And 'thus the whole Body Politick of this free 
Kingdom, has, in a Manner, roſe up in its own De- 
Fence, for the Puniſhment of thoſe Crimes which, 
was rightly apprehended, had a direct Teng 


to the everlaſting Diſſolution of it. 


To this Impeachment you have ſeverally pleaded, 


and acknowledged yourſelves Ser of the High 


Treaſon therein contained. 

Your Pleas are accompanied with ſome Variety of 
Matter, to mitigate your Offences, and to obtain 
, Mercy, « A 

Part of which, as ſome of the Circumſtances faid 


to have attended. your Surrender, ſeeming to be of- 


fered rather as Arguments only for Mercy, than any 


Thing in Mitigation of your Precqecing Guilt, is not 


Prop r-for me to take Notice of. 
t as to the other Part, which is meant to exte- 


| - ppate the Crimes of which you are convicted, it is 


. ” 4 fit 
- — - 
\- j 


in 1 . the whole Body of the : * 


- the Judgment to be given againſt you may clearly 


appear to be juſt and righteous, as well as legal; and . 


that you may not remain. under any fatal Error in 


reſpect of a greater Judicature, by reflecting with leſs | 


Horror and Remorle on the Guilt you have contrac- 

ted, than it really deſerves. 

It is alledged by ſome of your Lordſhips, that 

you engaged in this Rebellion without previous Con- 

cert or Deliberation, and without ſuitable Freparati- 

ons of Men, Horſes, and Arms. | 

If this ſhould be ſuppoſed true, on ſome of your 

Lordſhips averring it, I deſire you to conſider, that 

as it exempts you from the Circumſtances of contriv- 
ing this Treaſon, fo it very much aggravates your 


Guilt in that Part you have undoubtedly borne 1 in Wag | 


Execution of it. 


For it ſhews, that your Inclinations to ride were io 


well known (which could only be from a continued 


Series of your Words and Actions) that the Contri- 


vers of that horrid Deſign depended upon you, and 
therein judged rightly : That your Zeal to engage 
in this Trealon was ſo ſtrong, as to carry you into it 
on the leaſt Warning, and the very firſt Invitation: 
That you would not excuſe yourſelves by want of 
Preparation, as you might have done; and that, ra- 
ther than not have a Share in the Rebellion, you 
would plunge yourſelves into it almoſt naked and un- 
rovided for ſuch an Enterprize: In ſhort, that your 


en, Horſes, and Arms, were not ſo well prepared 


as they might, and would have been on base Wan. 
ing; but your Minds were: 
It is alledged alſo, as an Extenuation of your 


Crime, that no > cruel or harſh Action (I ſoppoſe is 


— 


5 meant 


— 
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ft l ſhould as this Occaſion to mi ſome 6 
vations to your Lordſhips upon it, to the End H 135 
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| meant no "bs or Plunder, or c works) has ben a 
committed hy you. | | 
This may in Part only be true: But then your 
5 0 will at the ſame Time conſider, that the 
laying — a Tract of Land bears but a little Pro- 
portion in Point of Guilt, compared with the Crime 
of which you ſtand convicted; an open Attempt to 
| deftroy — beſt of Kings, to ruin the whole Fabric, 
and raze the very Foundations of a Government, the 
beſt ſuited of any in the World, to perfect the Hap- 
8 neſs, and ſupport the Dignity of human Nature: 
he former Offence cauſes but a Miſchief that is ſoon 
recovered, and is uſually pretty much confined ; the 
latter, had it ſucceeded, muſt have brought a laſting 
and univerſal Deſtruction to the whole Kingdom. 
Beſides, much of this was owing to Accident ; 
March was ſo haſty, partly to avoid the King's 
F and partly from a vain Hope to ſtir up In- 
ſurrections in all the Counties you paſſed through, 
that you had not Time to ſpread Devaſtation, wich⸗ 
out deviating from your main, and, as I have obſer- 
ved, much worſe Deſign, 
| Further, it is very ſurpriſing, that any « concerned 
in this Rebellion ſhould lay their engaging in it, on, 
the Government's doing a neceſſary and uſual Act 
in like Caſes, for its Preſervation, the given Orders 
10 confirie ſuch as were moſt likely to join in that 
; Treaſon; It is hard to believe, chit any one ſhould: | 
_ rebel, merely to avoid being reſtrained from rebelling ; 
or that a gentle Cooknentent would not much better 
xe ſuited a crazy State of Health, than the Fatigues 
Inconveniencies of ſuch long and haſty Marches 
in the Depth of Winter. 
Tour Lordſhips riſing in Arms, t therefore, has 


mach. more juſtißed the Prudence and Fitneſs 8 
; — 3 tho 
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4 —— Orders, than thoſe, Orders will in in pe ers : 

- to mitigate your Treaſon. Alas! happy had it. been 
for all your Lordſhips, had you fallen under ut in 


dulgent a Reſtraint! 

When your Lordſhips ſhall, in good earneſt, ap 
phy yourſelves to think impartially on your Ca 
ſurely you will not yourſelves believe that it is 
ſible, in the Nature of the Thing, to be en 

and continue ſo long engaged, in fuch a difficult and 
| laborious Enterprize, thro* Raſhneſs, Surprize, ar In- 
advertency : Or that, had the Attack at Prefon been 
leſs ſudden, (and conſequently. the Rebels better pre- 
pared to receive it) your Lordſhips had been reduced 
the ſooner, and with leſs, it not . any Bloodſhed. 


No, my Lords, theſe, and fuch like, are artful 


. *Colourings, proceeding from Minds filled with Ex- 


pectation of continuing in this World ; and not from 


ſuch as are preparing for their Defence before a Tn- 


bunal where the Thoughts of the Heart, and the true 


Springs and Cauſes of Actions, muſt be laid open. 
And now, my Lords, having thus removed ſ6me 
Falſe Colours you have uſed, to aſſiſt you yet farther 

in that neceſſary Work of thinking of your great 
| Offence as you ought, I proceed to touch upon ſe- 
veral Circumſtances that ſeem greatly to aggravate 
your Crime, and which will deſerve your molt ſeri- 


-.. ous Confideration. 


Ihe Divine Virtues {'tis one of your Lordſhip 
own Epithets) which all the World, as well as your 
* . to be in his Majefty, and 
which you now lay 

have with-held your Hands from endeayouring to 
depoſe, to deſtroy, to murder that moſt 
Prince; fo the Impeachment ſpeaks, and ſo the Law 
conſtrucs Tn Actions ; TOM! chis is not only true OY 


Led Sw... 


laim to, ought certainly to 


* 


0 
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"Notion of Law, bur almoſt ooh ſo in Deed. 
and Reality. *Tis a trite, but very true Remark, 3 
that there are but a very few Hours between Kings 
being reduced under the Powers of Pretenders to theit 
Crown, and their Graves: Had you ſucceeded, his 
Majeſty s Caſe would, I fear, AT haye- been an 

Exception to that general Rule, ſince it is highly 
3 that Flight ſhould have ſaved any ot that 
illuſtrious and valiant Family, 

Tis a farther Aggravation of your Crime, chat 
his Majeſty, whom your Lordſhips would have de 


throned, affected not the Crown by Force, or by the 

Arts of Ambition, but ſucceeded e and le- 

gally to it; and on the Deceaſe of her 

vithout Iſſue, became undoubtedly the next in Courk: 
of Deſcent capable of ſucceeding to the Crown, by 


te Majeſty 


the Law and Conſtitution of this Kingdom, as it 
"ſtood declared ſome Years before the Crown was ex- 
preſly limited to the Houſe of Hanover. This Right 
was acknowledged, and this Deſcent of the Crown li- 


mited or confirmed accordingly, by the whole Legiſla- 
ture in two ſucceſſive Reigns, and more than once in 


the latter, which your Lordſhips Accomplices are ve- 
ry far from allowing would * che Nation to that 


"A 


Ho could it tied, enter into the Heart of Men, 
to think that private Perſons might; with a good Con- 


| ſcience, endeavour to ſubvert ſuch a Settlement, by 


running to tumultuary Arms, and by intoxicating the 
of the People with contradictory Opinions, 
and groundleſs Slanders ? or that God's Providence 


would ever prof} on web wa, ſuch ruinous At. 
5 .ternpts? 


pecially if, in the next Place, it be conſidered, 


"char * 3 fertile Inventions on the __ of the 
Re- 
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dow. of a Grievance as the Cauſe of it. Io ſuch 
poor Shifts have they been reduced on this Head, 


wat, for want of better Colours, it has been objected, 
in a ſolemn Manner, by your Lordſhips Aſſociates, 
10 lis Majeſty's Government, that his People do not 
enjoy the Fruits of Peace, as our Neighbours have 
done, ſince the laſt War. Thus they ft rob us of * 


our Peace, and then upbraid us that we have | it not- 


Tis a monſtrous Rebellion, that can find no Fault 


"Wi 


f E Head, that, whatever thoſe 
| & to be in the preſent... Caſe, all = are at any 


+ "your Lordſhips muſt not x" GS} quite clear 


with the Government it invades, but what is the 
| Effect of the Rebellion ufelf!_ 


Tour Lordſhips will likeways do-well i conſider, 
what an Additional Burden — Treaſon has made 


neceſſary on the People of this Kingdom, who wanted, 
and were about to enjoy ſome Reſpite. To this End, 
it is well known, that all-new or Increaſe of Taxes, 
were the laſt Year carefully avoided; and his Ma- 
eſty was contented to have no more Forces than were 


Juſbſufficienr to attend his Perjons. and ſhut the Guß 


. a few Garriſons. 


But what his Majeſty chus did for _ Eaſe. arid 


5 Quiet of his People, you moſt, ungratefully turned 
to his Diſadvantage, by taking Encouragement from 
_ thence, to endanger his and his Kin gdom' 's Safety, 
and to bring Oppreſſion on your Fellow: Subjects. 


Your Lordſhips obſerve, I avoid expatiating on 


the Miſeries of a Civil War, a very large and co- 


pious Subject; I ſhall hut barely ſuggeſt to you on 
ae ties may haps 


ime, of in any Place, Partakers in the Rebellion, 


(eſpecially Perſons: of Figure and Diſtinction) are in 
ſome Degree reſponſible for them; and therefore 


from 


3 


1 
| 
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_ "bably,” been by into this miſera 
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ftom the Guilt of hog Barharities, which have 
been lately committed by ſuch as are engaged in the 
fame Treaſon with you, and not yet perfectly re- 


duced, in burning the Habitations of their Country- 
men, and thereby expafing many Thouſands to Conn 
and Hunger i in this rigorous Seaſon, 

1 muſt be ſo juſt to ſuch of your Lordſhips 25 pros 
fel the Religion of the Church of Rome, that you 


had one Temptation, and that a great one, to en- 


age you in this Treaſon, which the others had not; 
in that it was evident, Succeſs on your Part muſt 


for ever have eſtabliſhed Popery in this Kingdom, 


and that probably you could never have again 1 ſo fair 


an Opportunity. 


But then, good God! "TIO ant Proteſtants | 


272 4k covered i” Confuſion, who entered into the 
ame Meaſures, without ſo much as capitulating for 


their Religion, (that ever I could find from any Ex- 
amination I have ſeen or heard) or ſo much re- 
quiring, much leſs obtaining, a frail Promiſe, That 
it ſnouid be preſerved, or even tolerated. 5 : 
It is my Duty to exhort your Lordſhips thus, to 
think of the Aggrayations, as well as the Miti ations 
(it there be any) of your Offences; and if I could 
have the leaſt Hopes, that the Prejudices of Ha- 
bit and Education would not be BY ſtrong for the 


moſt earneſt and charitable Entreaties, I would beg 


not to rely any longer on thoſe Directors of your 
Be by whoſe Conduct _ have, very pro- 
le Condition; ur 

that your Lordſhips would be affiſted by ſome of 


thoſe pious and E Divines of the Church of 


who have conſtantly borne that nnn 
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1 And now, my Lords, nothing remains, but thattl | 


pronounce upon you (and forry'T am. that it falls rv 
my Lot to do it) that terrible Sentence of the Law, 
which muſt be the ſame that is uſually given again 
the meaneſt Offender i in the like King. 

The moſt ignominious and painful Part of it is 
uſually remitted by the Grace of the Crown, to Per- 


ſons of your Quality; but the Law, being deaf to all 
Diſtinctions of Perſons, requires I ſhould prongunce, 


and accordingly it is adjudged by this Court, 
That you James Earl of Derwentwater, William 
Lord Widdrington, William Earl of Nithiſdale, Ro- 


bert Earl of Carnwath, William Y; iſcount. Kenmure, 


and William Lord Nairn, and every of you, return to 


the Priſon of the Tower, from whence you came; from 
thence, you muſt be drawn to the Place e Execution”; 


toben you come there, you muſt be hang d by the Neck, 


but not till you be dead, for you muſt be cut down alive, 
then your Bowels muſt 
your Faces; "then your Heads muſt be ſevered from your 
Bodies, and yaur Bodies divided each into four Quarters, 
and thoſe muſt be at the King's Diſpeſat * nent 
"ou be r ee to your Souls, 


be taken out, and burned before 


, - 
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' The SPEECH of the Lord High Gear of 


England (Lord Chancellor Cowper) when he 
paſs'd Sentence on the Earl of Wintoun, 10 7 


E ORO E Earl of Wintoun, I have already ac- 
quainted you, that your Peers have found 
5 Guilty, (i. e.) in the Terms of the, Law, con- 


victed you of the High Treaſon whereof you ſtand 


impeached. After your Lordſhip moved in Arreſt 
ol Judgment, and the Lords have allow'd. that 
3 


* 


6 bo = þ ) * 
IE their next Step is to proceed to Jae 
The melancholy: part I am to bear in pronouncing 
that Judgment upon you, ſince it is his Majeſty's 
Pleaſure to appoint me to that Office, f dutifully 
ſubmit to; far, very far, from taking any Satisfac- 
tion in it. 'Till Conviction, your Lordſhip has been 
ſpoke to without the leaſt Prejudice, or Suppoſition 
of your Guilt, but now it muſt be taken for granted, 
that your Lordſhip is guilty of the High Treaſon ' 
whereof you ſtand impeach'd. My Lord, this your 
Crime is the greateſt known to hs Law of this 
Kingdom, or of any other Country whatſoever ; and 
it is of the blackeſt and moſt odious Species of that 
Crime; a Conſpiracy and Attempt, maaifeſted by an 
Rebellion, to depoſe and murder that ſacred 
Perſon who ſuſtains and is the Majeſty of the Whole; 
and from whom, as from a Fountain of Warmth and 
Glory, are diſperſed all the Honours, all the Digni- 
ty of the State; indeed the laſting and operative Life 
and Vigour of the Laws, which plainly ſubſiſt by a 
due Adminiſtration of the executive Power: So that 
attempting this precious Life, is really ſtriking at 
the moſt noble Part, the Seat of Life, and Spring of 
all Motion in this Government; and may therefore 
properly be call*d a Deſign to murder, not only the 
ing, but alſo the Body Politic of the Kingdom. 
And this is moſt evidently true in your Lordſhip's 
Caſe, conſidering that Succeſs in your Treaſon muſt 
infallibly have eſtabliſhed Popery; and that never 
fails to bring with it a Civil as well as Eccleſiaſtical 
{Tyranny z which is quite another Sort of Conſtitution 
than that ef this Kingdom, and cannot take Place 
till the preſent is annihilated. This your Crime 
ſo I muſt now call it) is the more aggravated, in that 
When it proceeds ſo tar as to take Arms is and 
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to make an offenſive War againſt lawful Authority 
tis generally (as in your Caſe) complicated with 
the horrid and crying Sin of murdering many, who 
are not only innocent, but meritorious. And if Pi- 
ty be due (as I admit it is in ſome Degree) to 
ſuch as ſuffer for their own Crimes, it muſt be ad- 
mitted a much greater Share of Compaſſion is ow- _ 
ing to them who have loſt their Lives merely by the 
Crimes of other Men. As many as have fo done in 
the late Rehellion, ſo many Murders have they to 
anſwer for who promoted it; and your Lordſhip, in 


examining your Conſcience, will be under a great 
Deluſion, if you look on thoſe who fell at Preton, 


Dumblain, or elſewhere, on the Side of the Laws, 
and in Defence of ſettled Order and Government, as 

. -ſlain in lawful War; even judging of this Matter bỹßñ 

the Law of Nations. Alas! my Lord, your Crime 

of High-Treafon is made yet 8 by ſhedding a 


great deal of the beſt Blood in the Kingdom; I in- 
clude in this Expreſſion the brave common Soldiers, 
as well as thoſe gallant and heroic Officers, who con- 


tinued faithful till Death, in Defence of the Laws; 
for ſure but little Blood can be better than that which 
is ſhed while it is warm in the Cauſe: of the true 


Religion, and the Liberties of its native Country. 


This 


— 


Believe it, notwithſtanding the unfair Arts and In- 
duſtry uſed to ſtir up a | pernicious Exceſs of Com- 
miſeration towards ſuch as have fallen by the Sword 
of Juſtice, (few, if compared with the Numbers 
of good Subjects, murdered from the Doors and 
Windows at Pręſton only) the Life of one honeſt, 

loyal Subject, is more precious in the Eye of God, 
and all 5 Men, than the Lives of many Re- 
bels — Parricides. - 


Tm).  * 
me' in Mind to obſerve' to ou Lord: 


| N This puts 
| | ſhips that there is another Malignity in your Lord- © 
| v2 ſhip's Crime, (open Rebellion) which conſiſts in 
this, that it is jun ſure of doing Hurt to a Govern- 
| | = in one Reſpect, though it be defeated ; {1 | 
0 will not ſay it does ſo on the whole Matter. ) For the 
| . Offence is too notorious to be let paſs — | 
| 


any Connivance: Then is a "id. red 
this Dilemma; if it be not puniſhed, the State is en- 
dangered, by ſuffering Examples to appear, that it 
may be attacked with Impunity ; if it be puniſhed, 
1 who are publickly or privately Favourers of 
the Treaſon, (and perhaps ſome out of mere Folly) 
raiſe undeſerved Clamours of Cruelty againſt thoſe 
in Power; or the loweſt their Malice flies, is, to 
make unſeaſonable, unlimited, and injudicious Enco- 
miums upon Mercy and Forgivenefs, (Things right- 
Iyy uſed, certainly of the greateſt Excellence.) And 
this Procceding, it muſt be admitted, does ſome. 
Harm with filly undiſtinguiſning People ; ſo-that 
Rebels have the Satisfaction of thinking they hurt 
the Government a little, even by their Fall. The on- 
ly, but true Conſolation, every wiſe Government has 
in ſuch a Caſe, (after it has temper*d Juſtice with 
Mercy in ſuch a Proportion as ſound Diſcretion di- 
recta. having always a Care of the public Safety a- 
bove all Things) is this, that ſuch- like Seeds of un- 
reaſonable Diſcontents take Root in every allow 
Soil only; and rhat therefore, after they have made 
a weak Shoot, they ſoon wither and come to nothing. 
It is well your Lordſhips has given an- Opportunity 
of doing the Government Right, on the Subject of 
your Surrender at Preflon. How confidently has it 
been given out by the Faction, that the Surrender 
of, we made on Aſſurances, at leaſt _ war”: 
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| 4. of: Pardon whert e. den g , 
that Fear was the only Motive to it; the evil Day 
was deferr'd, and the Rebels rightly depended; ſewer 


would die at laſt by the Meaſures they elected, than 


if they had flood an Aſſault: They were awed by 


the experienced Courage, Diſcipline, and Steadinels 


of the King's Troops, and by the ſuperior Genius 


and Spirit of his Majeſty's Commander over thoſe of 


* 


the · Rebels; ſo that in Truth they were never flatter- 
ed with any other Terms, than to ſurrender a Re- 


bels and as Traitors; their Lives only to be ſpat 


till his Majeſty's Pleafure ſhould be Known. It ws 


indeed a Debt due to thoſe brave Commanders and 
Soldiers, (to whom their King and Country owe 
more than can be well expreſs*d ) that their Victory 
ſhould be vindicated to the preſeat and future Ages, 
from untrue Detraction, and kept from being ſulli- 
ed by the Tongues of Rebels and their Accomplices, 
when their Arms could no longer hinder it. Tu 
hard to leave this Suhject, without ſhortly obſerving, 
that this Engine, which ſets the World on Fire, a ly- 
ing Tongue, has been of prodigious Uſe to the Party 
ol the Rebels, not only ſince and during the Rebelli- 


on, but before, while it was forming, and the Rebels 


preparing for it. Falſe Facts, falſe Hopes, and falſe 


Characters, have been the greater Half of che 


Scheme they ſet-out-with, and yet ſeemed to depe 
u 


nit. It has been rightly obſerved, your Lords 


ip's Anſwer does not ſo much as inſiſt, with any 


Clearnefs, on that which only could excuſe your be- 


ing taken in open Rebellion; that you was forced 
into it, remained ſo under a Force, and would have 


eſcaped from it, but could not. If you had ſtill in- 


ſiſted, it had been clearly proved that had not been 


true; for your Lordſhip was active. and forward 
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er Inftances, and fo conſiderable in a nite ca. 
pacity among your Fellow- Soldiers, as to command 

a Squadron. Theſe, and other Particulars, haye | 
bee obſerved by the Managers of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and Gare I ſhall not purſue them far- 
ther; but conclude this Introduction to the Sen- 
tence, by exhorting your Lordſhip, with perfect 
Charity and much Earneſtneſs, to conſider, that now 
the Time is come when the Veil of Partiality ſhould . 
be taken from your Eyes, (it muſt be ſo when you 
come to die) and that your Lordſhip ſhould hence- 
forward think with Clearneſs and Indifference, (if 


poſſible) which muſt produce in you a hearty De- 


teſtation of the high Crime you have committed; 
and, being a Proteſtant, be very likely to make you 
20 ſincere Penitent, for your having engaged in a De- 
ſign that muſt have deſtroyed the holy Religion you 
ofeſs, had it taken Effect. Nothing now remains, 
© - that I pronounce upon you that Sentence which 
ogg Law ordains, and which ſufficiently ſhews what 
ts our Anceſtors had of the — of which 
r Is now convicted. | 


Then. the Lord High Steward 1 N in 


the uſual Form, as upon the other fix condemned Lords; 


after which he declured, there was nothing more My La 
done by Virtue of that n broke the be Staff, 
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- able PHILI Lord HARWICKE, Lord 

High Chancellor of Great Britain: | 

m by him, as Lord High Steward 
ok. Great Britain. 7 


William Earl of e G eorge Earl of 
Cromartie, Arthur Lord Balmerino! 


N the Courſe of this ſolemn Proceeding, you have 
already been acquainted, that you ftand con- 


victed of the High Treaſon charged upon you by the 
ſeveral Indictments on which” you have been ar- 
raigned. 


y this an it is now finally determined, 


that your Lordſhips are guilty of that Crime, which 


not only the Laws of Great Britain, but of all other 
Countries, for the wiſeſt Reaſons, adjudge tt to be the 


higheſt, 


As it gives the deepeſt Concern to every one of 


my Lords, your Peers, to find Perſons of your Birth 


and Quality ſtained with ſo foul an Offence; ſo it 


muſt give them ſome Satisfaction, that all of you, 
in Effect, have confeſſed it; Two of your Lordſhips, 
bf expreſly pleading guilty upon your Arraignment, 
and the other, by openly declaring himſelf ſatisfied 
woith the Determination of this Houſe, upon the only 
Point on which his Defence was reſted, Charity 


makes one hope, that this is an Indication of ſome 
Diſpoſition to that W which your Guilt ſo 
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You, m my Lord Balmerino, have ſince moved in 

Arreſt of Judgment; and their Lordſhips were 
pleaſed to aſſign the Counſel you deſired, to ſupport 


that Motion: But, upon adviſing with your Counſel, 


you have now- voluntarily at the Bar nnn it, 
as being wholly without Foundation. 5 

To attempt to aggravate Crimes of ſo deep a Dye, 
and in themſelves ſo incapable of Aggravation, againſt 


Perſons in your unhappy Circumſtances, would be a 


vain, as well as a moſt diſagreeable Task. And 
yet the Duty of that Place, in which I have the Ho- 


nour to ſit, requires that I ſhould offer ſome Things 
to your Conſideration, to explain more fully the Ne- 
ceſſity of that Juſtice, which is this Day to be ad- 
miniſtred, and to awaken in your Minds a due Senſe 
of your own Condition. 


If any Rebellion can be heightened by the Circuth- 


| ee, attending it, it is that in which your Lord- 


ſhips have been engaged. A Rebellion againſt a 


- King, celebrated through the World for his mild 


and gracious Government ; the whole Series of whoſe 


Reign has been diſtinguiſhed by the ſtricteſt Adke- 
' rence to the Laws, and the moſt indulgent Care of 
the Rights of his People; unblemiſhed with any ſingle 
_ Inſtance of an Attempt or Deſign to violate either. 


To overturn the Government ef ſuch a King, you 


took Arms; and, in conſequence of this, to deſtroy 
the pureſt Religion, and ſubvert the beſt Conſtitution, 
formed and eſtabliſhed upon the juſt Balance of Pre. 
rogative in the Crown, and Liberty in the Subject, 
for the Preſervation of the Whole. 


What did your Lordſhips, who profeſs the Prote- 


tant Religion, and claim the Benefits of this Con- 


 Nitution, ſeek to introduce in the Room of theſe in- 


1 Bleſſings ? In Religion, Popery, attended 


with 
1 
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with its Train of KR and inhuman prindi- | 

les of Perſecution ; in Government, Deſpotiſm and 
1 7 3 a and, to cement and ſupport this horrid 
Syſtem, an abjur*d Pretender, deriving his Principles 
of Religion and civil Policy, from Rome and France. 
When I name France, I find myſelt obliged to re- 
mind your Lordſhips of one Circumſtance, which it 
will become you to reflect upon in your moſt ſerious 
Moments. The Time you choſe to arm againſt your 
Country, was, whilſt ir ſtood engaged in a juſt and - 
neceſſary War againſt that Crown, and Spain; a War, 
to preſerve its own Commerce and Independency, . 
and its ancient natural Allies. Though ſome of your 
Lordſhips have thought it proper, at this Bar, to dif- 
claim that Connexion, or any Advantage from it; 
yet, with that ambitious and encroaching Power, 
you avowedly joined yourſelves ; by this Aid, you 
endeavoured to effect the dreadful Change you me- 
ditated ; and, to ſuch a * inſlave this free 
Nation. 

Nor were the other Countries of Europe, which 
have united themſelves againſt the pernicious Views 
of France, lels eſſentially, tho? more remotely, inte- 
reſted in the Event. From Great Britain they de- 
rived their chief Aſſiſtance in this War. In her cen- 
tred their Hopes of Support : But the Contrivers of 

this Scheme laid the Ax to the Root of the Tree; 
and, by endeavouring to deliver up this Kingdom a 
Province to France, ſtrove 2 cut off that Reſource, 
without which the Cauſe /of publick Liberty muſt 
have ſunk for ever. 
Thus widely ſpread were the Calamities which' this 
| Rebellion was formed to introduce. By calling of 


the Arms of Great Britain to her neceſſary Selt-de- 


fence, ſome Progrels was made towards effectuating 
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one Part of the intended Miſchief. How far it may 
be retrived, and in what Manner, is till in the 
Womb of Time, and in the Hands of Providence ; 
But is it not aſtoniſhing, that Men, who call chem⸗ 
ſelves Britons and Proteſtants, ſhould become the 
Dupes and Abettors of ſo execrable a Deſign ?' A De- 
| fign to eraſe the very Foundations of true Religion 
and Freedom, and to turn the Riches and Strength 
of- this Kingdom, through a Courſe of Ages ſo fi. 
ferently employed, into Inſtruments of the common 
Slavery. f 
After all this, to mention the Plundering and De- 
vaſtation of particular Towns and Counties; the Mi- 
ſeries brought upon private Perſons and Families; or 
the many Murders committed (for the Death of 
every loyal Subject killed in this Rebellion was a 
ae to mention theſe Things, though moſt im- 
rtant and moving in themſelves, after the other 
more extenſive Conſiderations, would make them 
* of leſs Weight. 
Some of your Lordſhips, in what you have ks 
pleaſed to offer for yourſelves, have urged ſeveral 
Topicks to excite Mercy and Compaſſion. Thoſe; 
if of any Moment, are proper only for that Place, 
where the Seat of Mercy muſt be acknqwledged to 
be fixed. But, when Arguments of Compaſſion have 


been urged in Behalf of the Guilty, let us balance 


"thoſe Arguments with a becoming Compaſtion for 

- our Country, fer thoſe who have fuffered innocently 
by the Miſe eries Which this Rebellion brought upon 

it, and for thoſe who died gloriouſly in its De- 

fence. 

Give me Leave to urge this a little farther. Even 
the Sufferings of thoſe who ſo far forgot 1 their Alle- 


| glance, as to adhere t tO, or favour, this! impious Caube, 
are 
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ſuch as fomented and ſupported it. They, who take 
Arms againft a lawful eſtabliſhed Government, cre- 
ate the Neceſſity of all Acts requiſite to be done on 
the Side of that Government, in order to repel and 
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ſubdue them; or which, in the Nature of Thin 


become unavoiable in the Courſe of ſuppreſſing them. 


Upon ſuch a Subject it is more difficult to ſtop 


than to enlarge. But, whilſt I am endeavouring to 


raiſe in your Minds a juſt Senſe of the many Evils 


involved in your Crimes, permit me to intreat your 


Lordſhips to deal impartially wich yourſelves, and 


to conſider ſeriouſly what could be your Temptation 
to commit them. „„ 
Every one of you enjoyed the common Benefits of 
that legal and mild Government, which, in Violati- 
on of the moſt ſolemn Oaths, you ſought to deſtroy, 
and ſome of you had received particular Advantages 
from it. You, my Lord Nimarnot, and my Lord 
Cromartie, have thought fit to appeal to your former 
Conduct, as a Proof of your good Principles for the 
Support of the Revolution, and of our preſent hap- 
py Eſtabliſhment, With real Grief I lament that 
you ever deviated from thoſe Sentiments. If, as 
your Lordſhips would have us believe, they were ſin- 
cere, and proceeded from the Heart, what could poſ- 
ſibly be your Inducement to this ſudden Apoſtaſy? 
Your Lordſhips have left that a Blank in your Apo- 


logies; and I chuſe rather to leave it be filled up by 


the Conſtructions of others, than to ſupply it myſelf. 
Thus much I am warranted to ſay: No glitterin 
Proſpect of Succeſs in the Beginning of this Rebel- 
lion could tempt you. On the other Hand, thoſe 
Beginnings were ſo weak and unpromiſing, as to be 
capable of ſeducing none, but the moſt infected and 
| | willing 
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willing Minds to join in ſo deſperate an Enterprize. 

On the other Hand, it was im poſſible even for the 
Party of the Rebels to be fo inconſiderate or vain, 
as to imagine, that the Body of this free People, 
bleſt in the Enjoyment of all their Rights, both Ci- 
vil and Religious, under his Majeſty's Protection; 


ſecure in the Proſpect of tranſmiting them ſafe to 


their Poſterity, under the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his 

Royal Houſe (of which they ſee ſo many illuſtrious 
Branches); I fay, it was impoſlible, that they could 
imagine the Body of the free People, under theſe 
- Cireumſtances, would not riſe up, as one Man, to 
oppoſe and cruſh ſo flagitious, ſo deſtructive, and fo 
unprovoked an Attempt. 


1 


Happy is it for ourſelves, happy for our Poſteri- 
ty, that this is verified by the Event. The Rebels 
ſoon ſaw his Majeſty's faithful Subjects, conſcious 
both of their Duty and Intereſt, contending to out- 

dvd one another in Demonſtrations of their Zeal and 

Vigour in his Service. The Merchants, and trading 
Part of this great Metropolis, one of the moſt uſe- 
ful and reſpectable Branches of the Community, to 

their laſting Honour, aſſociated themſelves, at the 
Riſque of their private Fortunes, to ſupport the pu- 
blick Credit of their Country. Men of Property, 
of all Ranks and Orders, crowded in with liberal 
- Subſcriptions, of their own Motion, beyond the Ex- 
amples of former Times, and uncom lled by- any 
Law; and yet in the moſt legal and warrantable 
Manner, notwithſtanding what has been tgnorantly 
and preſfumptuouſly ſuggeſted to the contrary. The 


Clergy, with a Zeal becoming their holy Function, 
regulated by Chriſtian Charity, inſtructed their Hear- 
ers by their Doctrine, and led them by their Ex- 
ample, in Defence of the Crown, and of our com- 
| 5 I mon 
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mon Liberties ; of this reformed Church, and, cons 
ſequently, of the Reformation itſelf. | 

The Rebels ſoon ſaw many of the Nobility wt 
Gentry,: from amongſt the firſt Families, the. grea- 
teſt Eſtates, and the beſt blood in the Kingdom, 


ſurrounding the Throne, ſolliciting to be permitted 


to hazard their Lives in this glorious Cauſe, . and to 
be authorized, at their own . to raiſe For- 
ces for the ſupport "4 

Bat, above all, they ſaw both Houſes of alla. 
ment, the great Council of the Nation, the 
ſentative Body of this People, warmed with a tru- 
ly Britiſb Spirit, and treading in the Steps of their 
Anceſtors, overcoming all Difficulties, and una- 
nimouſly concurring in every Meaſure to ſtrength. 
en the King's Hands, and to maintain that Govern- 
ment, on which the-very Being of Parliaments, and 


the Preſervation of this limited Monarchy de 


If theſe Enemies of our Peace had formed to them- 
ſelves any falſe Hopes of contrary Appearances, it 
muſt be owing to the higheſt Degree of Infatuation, 
that they were not ſoon convinced of their Miſtake, 
Great Reaſon we have to offer up. our Thanks to 
Heaven, that they have been effectually diſappoin- 
ted. Even your Lordſhips, if you will allo your- 


ſelves to weigh your own Caſe in the juſt Balance of 
Religion and Conſcience, will find Cauſe to be thank- 


ful, that the Meaſure of your Guilt was not ſuffered 
to be filled up and enhanced by the final and direful 


Succeſs of it. | 


If, from an unforeſeen Accident, not uncommon 
in Military Operations, thoſe: delufive Hopes were 
for ſome Time kept alive, it ſeems to have been ju- 
. dicially deſigned by Providence to render the more 
81 that 8 which was reſerved for them 

ar 
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| that ene Day, 9 Bravery and 
Pine of his Majeſty? s 'Trogps, to the animating 
Jai the intrepid Valout, and the wiſe Conduct, 
AY _ of a Prince deſcended from him, is ſo deeply eg h el 
- ven on the Heart of ever Member of this great A 
| 8 chat I could only, repeat what. their 2 | 
. Minqs have., already ſuggeſted. to 
4 bf: os and repreſented to the Throne. 852 3 
Then eis exprienerd uch that non: | 
==; " Which Virtue, true Nan the t Or 
DODountry inſpire, is ſuperior to the 1 e 
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13 "Juſtice: to bring your Lordſhips to 4. legal 
nud it has been his Wiſdom to | ig 9 as @ ſmall. 
"= " Ther of his national Fprees was ſufficient to 
5 the Rebel Army in the Field, ſo the ordinary 
of his Laus is flrong enough. © to — even thei Choſe + 
1 " 2 8 

1 hat remains for. mes. is! very painful, cb Y 
4 2 Lneceffar/ Fart. It is to prongünce that 
Wjhich the Lay has appointed for Crimes of this M 4 

-  .-nitude;--a Sentenge füll of Hotror; ſuch as the Wil. 

_ = dom of dur Anceſtors has ordained, as. one Suu 
1 = the facred-Perfon, of the-King; and as/a a ence, - 
1 l about this excellent Conſtitution, to be a LError to 
El Doen, and à Sequrity, to them that do well, 4 
> The Judgment of the Law, is, and this high . 
dd doth award; That. ou. William: Earl 26 Kilmars 
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